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Tante grazie al
nostri sponsors!

Thanks so much to our

sponsors!

* Americans of Italian Heritage
e [talian-American Club of Solon
e Sante Catholic Union
e Southwest ltalian-American Club
e Wickliffe Italian-American Club
¢ |.e Radici Club of Akron

If your Italian Organization would like
to help promote our culture, heritage &
language through IACF educational pro-

grams, please contact Peter Apicella at

1-800-551-2101.

Contact IACF to become a member and
for more information: 1-800-592-5373 /

www.iacfcleveland.org

Tlle T}lomas Team:
IACF's Two-Person

E(lucation Committee

It started in Collinwood, as so many
good stories do, at the high school. Victoria
Mandato had grown up in Collinwood, sur-
rounded l)y Italian traditions and {amily.
Daughter of Giuseppe and Giuseppina
Luciano Man(lato, both from Gil&one, in
t}le 1940’s she was a teenager who loved
her family, but had not thought much about
their experiences and the heritage she was
receliving. ]ac]e Thomas had come to Col-
linwood from Pennsylvania with his Slo-
venian parents. New in the area, with no
J[‘amily near})y and both parents wor]aing,
he had little exposure to any national tra-
(litions, and the closeness of Italian fam-
ilies like Vicki’s came as a revelation. Other
school friends included Mario Chiudioni
and Bob Berardinelli, who were to play an
unguesse(l role in their futures.

]aclz and Vicki married four years after
graduation in 1963, when she had a (legree
in education from Kent State and he had
finished a stint in the Coast Guard. Then
it was ]aclz's turn to get degrees in edu-
cation and administration. They taught
t}lroughout the Cleveland pulolic school
system, with Jaclz Lecoming a principal and
Superinten&ent of Schools in North Roy-
alton, while Vicki was the 1anguage arts
supervisor for the Buclid schools. Vicki also
taught English as a Second Language in
the evenings, rememkering her own mother’s
hfelong struggle with the English tongue.
Meanwhile, children,
steeped in Italian traditions thanks to
Vicki’s mother, who spen(l Sun(lays and hol-
idays with them. Through their children,
Vicki rediscovered as an adult the richness
of the heritage she had received, and ]acla
was confirmed in his adoption of it.

And S0, Bob  Berardinelli
approache(l them about fifteen years ago
aslzing if they would like to help Mario with
IACF's awards program, it was the perfect

they raised four

Wl’lel’l

match. ]aclz was Ssupervisor of the West
Geauga schools at the time, and it was a
timely move to invite that high school into
the program. Since then, ]acla and Vicki
have served as IACF's coordinators for the

entire program -- getting the program set up
at three more schools (Arch})ishop Hol)an,
Lake Catholic, and Benedictine), staying in
touch with the teachers at all nine high
schools and three colleges, worlaing with
other IACF board members to find clubs to
sponsor the awar(ls, collecting results from
the panel of judges, malzing the awards at all
twelve schools, and on top of all that orga-
nizing the banquet each November given to
honor the teachers and ju(lges, and to thank
our fellow sponsors.

]aclz and Viclzi, themselves, have been
honored for their own contributions to edu-
cation t}]rough the Collinwood High School
Hall of Fame. ]aclz received his award in
2002 and Vicki just last year, in 2008.

After fifteen or so years, it's not sur-
prising that ]aclz and Vicki will be talzing a
break from this particular chaﬂenge. While
they will be very much a part of the IACF
board of trustees, t}]ey are stepping down
as education committee chairs after this
season. It has been a lot of worle, but a won-
derful experience for both of them. ]aclz
says, “The IACF program has brought back
all the experiences we had with our children,
thanks to Vicki’s family. The opportunity to
l)ring this to other children has enriched our
lives tremenclously." And Vicki adds, “This
was a chance to pay tribute to my parents.
As a child T couldn’t fuuy understand what
my parents lived through, and the value of
what they gave me. Now [ have a chance to
pass it on. | truly believe that education is
the greatest way to benefit mankind.”




